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for nearly three weeks before the motions became normal,
and had to be resorted to some weeks later when a relapse
followed a perhaps too sudden increase of diet, and was then
again successful. In addition to the cleansing of the bowel,
probably some benefit is derived from the absorption of fluid
if the injection is retained for a sufficient length of time, and
forthis reason, as well as for the more thorough washing out of
the bowel, it is well to use as large a quantity of fluid as can be
borne without discomfort and to retain it as long as possible.
Though irrigation is a well-recognised form of treatment, it
is probably not made use of as frequently as it might be,
and considering the heavy mortality from diarrhoea in
infants any treatment which holds out any prospect of relief
is of vital importance. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

WILLIAM THORNELY, M.B. Cantab.
Herne-hill, S.E., Jan. 4th, 1902.

THE CONSULTANT AND THE 

GENERALPRACTITIONER.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The letter of Mr. F. Montague Miller and your
leading article on the Relationship of the Consultant and
the General Practitioner will do more for the latter in a few
months than all the muddling and bungling of the General
Medical Council will do for him in a dozen years. I have
been engaged in practice for over 20 years, and I have for
some time been very sure that the relationship of the con-
sultant and general practitioner has been steadily altering-
for the worse. One reason is that the general practitioner
is becoming more and more of a "general specialist." He
has to have nowadays an intimate knowledge of all "special"
organs; firstly, for purposes of passing examinations ; and
secondly, for the purposes of existing amidst the competition
of his fellows. On the other hand, the consultant is rapidly
becoming more of a general practitioner. If a specialist he
does not disdain to prescribe for ailments outside his

speciality.
Personally, I regret to have to say that although I have

received every courtesy from some consultants, by the

majority I have actually had patients filched. It may
possibly be charitably supposed that in the bustle of his busy
consulting-room the consultant may "forget" to ask a

patient who has obviously been previously receiving treat-
ment from someone (sometimes prolonged) who the some-
one was, but it certainly is annoying to find that when,
having answered a patient’s offhand question, such as :

"Who is a good man for the toe-nail, doctor ? " the patient
hereafter goes to the good man on his own" and never
returns. More than once the explanation has been : " Well,
doctor, you see I found him in the end just as cheap as you.
He charged me a guinea, but as I told him I could not pay
that every time he told me he would see me twice or three
times after each fee for nothing ; and occasionally he even
saw me at the hospital. 

"

No wonder the general practitioner is beginning to fight shy
of his consulting eonfrere when the consultant-so-called-
salves his conscience forsooth and acts perfectly uprightly by
the terms: one consultation one guinea ; second ditto, gra-
tuitous ; third ditto, gratuitous. Of course he cannot accept
a lower fee than one guinea, and equally of course this is
not the same as 7s. per consultation. Oh, dear, no ! So he
retains, if possible, every fish in his net that swims his way,
and the general practitioner, finding that such is the case,
keeps them in his own pond if possible.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Jan. 6th, 1902. A GENERAL PRACTITIONER.A GENERAL PRACTITIONER.

THE LIVERPOOL PATHOLOGICAL
DIAGNOSIS SOCIETY.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRs,-In the Thompson-Yates Laboratory Reports,
vol. iii., parb 1, I find the following facts about the above
society. The annual subscription is 10s. 6d., and for this
amount any practitioner can send for examination any
number of specimens from cases of infective diseases, or

tumours, or samples of urine. There are 200 members and
nearly 1000 examinations were made during the year. This
works out at 2s. ld. for each examination. These facts show
that the practitioners of Liverpool, who, I suppose, value the
opinion of a consulting physician or surgeon at the usual

amount, think that the opinion of a pathologist is only worth
2s. What would be the result if the chemical department of
a college undertook to carry out the work of consulting
analytical chemists for a twentieth of the usual fees’1 Would
not the chemists throughout the kingdom unite in condemn-
ing such a practice ? 1 fail to see the difference in principle
between such a society as this and a consultative institute
for providing cheap medical and surgical consultations, and
we know the opinion of the profession with regard to the
latter. Pathologists are necessarily consultants and should
be treated as such.

It is much to be regretted that the Liverpool laboratories,
from which such excellent work emanates, should be
associated with this society, but Liverpool is not the only
defaulter in this respect. There are numerous centres

throughout the kingdom at which pathological opinions can
be obtained at cheap rates without any questions being asked
about the position of the patient in whose favour the

opinion is desired, and it is certainly not to the credit of
the profession that these societies should continue to exist
unless they are restricted in some way or other.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

I Leeds, Dec. 10th, 1901. C. POWELL WHITE.

A SPEEDY METHOD OF RELIEVING THE
PAIN OF PILES.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The composition of the substance referred to at

p. 25 of THE LANCET of Jan. 4th which gave almost
immediate relief to the pain of a protruded pile was 10 per
cent. of cocaine and 20 per cent. of menthol in oil of
theobroma. The reporter probably mistook" p.c." for
‘ ‘ c. c. " and wrote cubic centimetres " instead of per eent.

I am, sirs, yours faithfully, 
-.

Liverpool, Jan. 5tli, 1902. WILLIAM CARTER.

X RAYS IN THE TREATMENT OF
PHTHISIS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS, -As an aid to the methods usually employed at the
present time in the treatment of phthisis I have used the
Roentgen rays. The cases most suitable for this treatment
are of course those in which the apex of one lung only is
affected. Using a coil giving a 10-inch spark the resulting
x rays were focussed on the seat of the pulmonary lesion
for an hour or longer each morning and evening. I should
be glad if any other practitioners who have used this method
would record their experience.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

, aiiemelct, Dec.50th, 1::JU1. E. B. HAZLETON, M.D. R.U.I.

A DANGEROUS PRINCIPLE.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRs,-In THE LANCET of Dec. 21st, 1901, p. 1764, you
were good enough to publish under the above heading a
letter of mine in reference to the President, Vice-President,
and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
refusing to give me a copy of their by-laws I I by advice of
their solicitor." As your readers may recollect, I stated that
I asked for these in order to ascertain if they in any way
bore upon the following provision of the College charters of
1844 and 1885 :-
And the examiners or any number of them declared by the by-law

to be competent to transact business as a Court of Examiners shall in
the presence of the President or in his absence of the Vice-President
and two or more members of the Council examine ...... any candidate
for a Fellowship.

Since then a Fellow of the College applied for a copy of
the by-laws and received the following reply, under date
Jan. 2nd, 1902 :-

SIR,-In reply to yours of 27th inst. I am directed by the President
and Council to inform you that there are no copies of the by-laws
available.
A new edition is being prepared, but it will take some time to bring

out this edition as several changes are contemplated in the by-laws
and Charters. Yours truly,

JOHN BARTON, F.R.C.S., Secretary of Council.

I admit I am now mystified by the action of the College,
for how can the President, Vice-President, and Council
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logically refuse by advice of their solicitor by-laws which
according to their own statement they do not possess ? It
was on Feb. 25th of last year when I first applied to the
Registrar for the said by-laws.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
---

Dublin, Jan. 8th,1902. S. WESLEY WILSON.

MUNICIPAL BACTERIOLOGISTS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;The annotation headed "Municipal Bacterio-
logists, which appears on page 47 of THE LANCET of Jan. 4th
is scarcely distinguished by your usual accuracy. A complete
department of bacteriology has been working in the borough of
Camberwell for more than four years, and its foundation was
commented on at the time, whilst various features of its

working have been noticed since, in your own columns. The

example thus set has been fairly widely imitated, and, so far
as my information goes, neither Cambridge nor Liverpool
can claim anything like priority, even in succession to
Camberwell. I am happy to be able to add that not only
was the local authority of this borough the first to recognise
the value of work in this particular direction, but that there
is no suggestion which I have been able to make in connexion
with it which has not been promptly adopted and carried out
as thoroughly as money and trouble could do it. Honour to
whom honour is due.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
EDWARD C. BOUSFIELD,

Bacteriologist to the Metropolitan Borough of Camberwell.
Old Kent-road, S.E., Jan. 4th, 1902.

THE TEACHING OF AN&AElig;STHETICS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-In THE LANCET of Dec. 7th, 1901, p. 1638, Dr.
Heron Watson is reported to have said, during the discussion
of the General Medical Council on the above subject, (1) that
the subject was taught in Scotch universities ; (2) that nurses
and dressers were taught the use of anaesthetics in Scotch
hospitals and infirmaries ; and (3) that there mere no accidents
in the said institutions with an&aelig;sthetics.
Now, while the subject of teaching anaesthetics syste-

matically-i.e., compelling the student to attend a course of
instruction and show a certificate of such attendance at his
final examination-may be one over which there is room for
discussion and diversity of opinion, seeing how over-

burdened he is with certificate acquiring" already there
can be no good object attained by perversion of the truth, 
unintentionally or otherwise, and I beg most emphatically to I
deny the third statement in toto and the first two partially.
I submit that the teaching of anaesthetics in Scotch uni-
versities at the present moment amounts to one lecture

given, often perfunctorily, by the professors and lecturers
on surgery, some even omitting it altogether. Secondly,
clinically students from their first year, often totally
ignorant of the most elementary physiology, are shown how
to give chloroform by rule of thumb." But I beg to say
that nurses are not taught to give anaesthetics. I rejoice to
say it. They may have been in Dr. Watson’s earlier days,
and, indeed, I believe they were. I met one of these said
nurses not long since-" one of the old school "-and she
gave me a very dramatic account of how a patient died in
her hands from CHC13 once, since when she had refused to
touch what was distinctly out of her sphere. In no well-

regulated hospital is such a procedure now permitted,
and Dr. Watson is hardly doing justice to the school he

represents in making such a statement. Thirdly, accidents
do occur in Scotch hospitals and infirmaries just as

they are known to occur in English hotpilals and, indeed,
in private practice ; of this I have abundant documentary
evidence and personal knowledge. In Glasgow during a
recent year 50 deaths were registered as due to an&aelig;sthetics.
In five manths 10 occurred in hospitals alone. These last

figures are from the gentleman who conducted the post-mortem
examinations on behalf of the Crown. As to Edinburgh I
know little except that during the past year there have not
been less than six deaths in public institutions. Of Aberdeen
I can say nothing, but proportionate results are probable. I
need not take up your space with further figures ; that these

accidents do occur is well known even by the laity through
the public press. It is no use moralising on the subject,
some of them are quite unavoidable, but it were well if more
surgeons had the honesty and common sense of Sir William
M. Banks and gave their conclusions and experience to the
profession as he has recently done. 1 What is wanted is for
practical surgeons in large hospital and private practice to
discuss such a matter. I know for a fact that a large pro.
portion of students desire more teaching and more light on
various points in anaesthesia. If 90 per cent. of students in
our schools were asked why the pupil dilated early in chloro.
form anaesthesia, why it contracted later, and why if the
drug was again pushed it dilated again and remained fixed,
not one would reply that the first was due to stimulation of
the sympathetic, the second to stimulation of the third nerve
or its cerebral centre, and the last to absolute poisoning and
paralysis of the third nerve and centre.

Dr. Heron Watson has earned the respect of the whole
profession by his versatility and his brilliant contributions to,
the surgical art, but a man in his position when pronouncing,
on so important a question should make himself more sure of
his facts. Borbonius said :-

" Tempora mutantur, nos et mutamur in illis."

The latter is not always true. I inclose my card and,

apologise for the length of my protest.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

Jan. 7th, 1902. NICOL JARVIE.

NOTES FROM INDIA.
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

The Plague 4idemic.--TAe Shorteomings of Intlian Muni-
cipalities. -Typhoid Fever amongst the Natives.-Confused
1’ermsfor Mild Cases of Plague.
LAST week’s figures showed only a temporary diminution

in the mortality from plague. This week they have again
risen and the total deaths for the whole of India number
8878. The Bombay Presidency returns higher figures-viz.,
5989, as against 5655 last week. The Punjab had 1689
deaths, as compared with 1646. There has been an increase
in Bengal from 168 to 205. The total mortality in India
from plague last year during the corresponding week was
1989 only. Plague seems to be increasing again in Bombay
city. In Calcutta also, though the figures are small, there are
signs of a recrudescence. The deaths from plague last
week were only 21, while for this week 31 deaths are
recorded. In Bangalore city and in the cantonment, and
also in Mysore city, the deaths from plague are higher.

Notwithstanding the increase of plague in nearly all of the
infected districts it is disappointing to find that only 1218’
doses of the plague vaccine were sent out from the laboratory
at Bombay. Inoculation is being carried on to a limited
extent in Poona. It is reported that the mortality amongst
those recently inoculated is much less than amongst those
who were inoculated in 1897. The development of the
disease in the district of Lahore and its spread in the
Punjab has awakened the citizens of Lahore to take steps
against it. A non-official committee has been formed and
the station has been divided up into specified areas. The
formation of these committees is useful as an instructional
movement in sanitation, but their value in controlling the
extension of the outbreak is very doubtful. The continued
existence of plague has directed more attention to sanitary
matters than has been given to them before, so that at

probably every infected station in India out of evil will come
some good. Some of the municipalities are very apathetic.
At Madura, the second town in the Madras Presidency,
sanitation is the most crying want. The water-supply is

reported as deficient in the hot months. There is no-

drainage system. There is not a single cart maintained
for sewage. The markets are in bad repair and dirty.
The night-soil depot is half under water during the rains
and the slaughter-houses are mere inclosures without the
barest essentials. The public roads, streets, and lanes are

used as latrines. Again, it is reported for the town of Din-
digul that the disposal of the rubbish and the night-soil is

unsystematically carried out and that the market and
slaughter-houses are badly in need of improvement.

1 THE LANCET, Nov. 16th, 1901, p. 1323.


